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The Bundy Vacuum ■ ^ 


By Rowland Evans and Robert Novak 


f THE ALMOST certain de- 
] arture of McGeorge Bundy 
: ’om his five-star job as 
3 residential adviser on 
d ireign affairs will end a 
i lique experiment — a “Lit- 
1 e Stale Department” in 
1 ie bowels of the White 
] ouse itself. 

,In effect, President John- 
smi wants to end — or at 
lelst trasnform— -this little 
State Department. This is a 
kejg factor behind his pri- 
valje view that Bundy’s de- 
parture is quite acceptable 
to| him. Mr. Johnson has 
raade no effort to conceal 
pis view from intimates. 

Accordingly, while Bundy 
weeks ago informed the 
President of an offer to 
head the Ford Foundation 
at $75,000 a year, the Pres- 
ident has not tried to dis- 
suade him from accepting it 
(in contrast to other impas- 
sioned campaigns to retain 
key assistants). Although 
the Predsdent’s plans are 
never certain until an- 
nounced, it now is likely 
that LBJ intimate Bill D. 
Moyers (currently press sec- 
retary) will replace Bundy. 
And a good bet to replace 
Moyers as press secretary is 
former Houston ad man 
Jack Valenti, who has filled 
a variety of duties in the 
White House. 

The reasons why the Pres- 
ident is not twisting Bun- 
dy’s arm to stay are compli- 
cated. Relations between 
Bundy and Mr. Johnson, 
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contrary to most reports, 
have never been so close or 
easy as between Bundy and 
President Kennedy (who 
hired Bundy away from his 
job as a Harvard dean). 

Bundy today still presides 
over one of the best run, 
most efficient shops in 
Washington. However, the 
personal influence of the 
brilliant intellectual with 
the President has been fall- 
ing. 

IT IS no secret in Wash- 
ington how Mr. Johnson 
could keep Bundy at the 
White House: a strong indi- 
cation, private or public, 
that Bundy would succeed 
Dean Rusk as Secretary of 
State. So long as the top 
State Department job 
seemed possible, the much- 
sought-after Bundy turned 
down outside employment 
offers with monotonous reg- 
ularity. 

Today, however, it is not 
jossible. President Johnson 
onstantly heaps praise on 
Lusk (recently calling him 


|the greatest Secretaey in 
|this century). This publicly 
Iramatizes the fact thah 
i even if the President 
vished to make Bundy Sec- 
tary of State, there 
wouldn’t be a vacancy. Mr. 
» ohnson is nailing Rusk into 
4 he floor of his State De- 
partment office. 

Consequently, Bundy’s de- 
parture from the White 
House to take over the Ford 
Foundation seems inevita- 
ble. And if Moyers takes 
over as Bundy’s successor, 
Bundy’s departure will close 
down the Mttle Stat^ De- 
partment in the White 
House basement. 

The reason for this is the 
fact that Moyers is Mr. 
Johnson’s intimate, whereas 
Bundy is not and never was. 
Bundy has maintained iron 
control and discipline over 
his operation, conducting it 
as independently as possible 
for a White House assistant. 
Because of his total involve- 
ment with the President, 
Moyers could not maintain 
that degree of independence 
even if he wanted to. 


APART from his im- 
minent resignation Bundy’s 
ttle State Department al- 
ready has undergone subtle 
jhange the last two years. 

' was an advo- 

public scrutiny, never, 
flowing his operation to 
unface a “Bundy position.” 


Under President Johnson, 
•however, Bundy was 
brought info the open. Dur- 
ing the Dominican crisis, 
Bundy emerged more or 
less publicly as advocate of 
the moderate approach to- 
ward the Dominican rebels. 
In the political debate over 
the war in Vietnam, Bundy 
was a public spokesman 
against the peace bloc in de- 
fense of U. S. policy. 

Bundy’s departure (proba- 
bly not until early 1966) sug- 
gests two things: 

' First, President Johnson 
viill find himself more per- 
sonally involved in foreign 
>olicy than he has been. 

Second, Rusk’s State De- 
)artment, which on occasion 
las taken a back seat to 
•undy’s little State Depart- 
ment, will absorb much of 
he power that Bundy has 
iccumulated over the past 
^ive years. 

The Bundy vacuum, in 
other words, will be filled 
mainly not by his successor 
but by the President and 
the State Department. This 
may be one of the reasons 
why the President has , 
shown no concern since i 
Bundy notified him of the 
Ford Foundation offer. 
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